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Beekeeping in figures: Italy and Europe between critical issues and growth prospects. 

 

The European Union, according to data from the Agriculture Commission, produces about 230 

thousand tons of honey; Europe is the world's second largest producer with a total of about 17.5 

million hives and more than 650 thousand beekeepers. An exceptionally important sector for 

agriculture, as it is responsible for 80% of pollination of agricultural products (EU Commission). 

 

According to data collected (2019) by the EU Commission for each Member Country, on average 

each European beekeeper has 21 hives, the result is the average of very different data: 

Indeed, in Greece and Spain each beekeeper has more than 100 hives, and in England and 

Germany they have an average of only 6 or 7. Italy along with France, has an average of 27 hives 

per beekeeper. 

The average yield of each hive, however, shows substantial differences between member states: 

while in Germany each hive can yield an average of 35 kg/year, in Greece it yields an average of 

only 9 kg/year. Italy in this context is close to the European average with an average yield of 25 

Kg/year. 

 

According to ISMEA 2019 data, Europe has a self-sufficiency degree of 60 percent, thus it needs to 

import product to meet domestic consumption needs. Italy is the fourth largest country in the 

European Union in terms of number of hives (1.4 million), after Spain (2.9 million hives), Romania 

and Poland (1.8 and 1.6 million hives, respectively). Production is provided by more than 1.4 million 

hives, of which about 390,000 are sedentary and 556,000 nomadic, while the remainder are hives 

for hobby production and self-consumption. 

 

The introduction of the Beekeeping Data Bank, to which all beekeepers must be compulsorily 

registered by declaring the hives held and their geographical location, has made it possible to 

ascertain the number of Italian beekeepers and hives, showing a high number of beekeepers and 

hives and a higher than expected number of beekeepers with VAT registration. It appears from the 

BDA's 2021 data that Italian beekeepers hold a total of 1,473,856 hives and 227,530 swarms (total 

1,701,386). 76 percent of the total hives (1,123,413), are hives operated by commercial beekeepers 

who raise bees professionally. 

 

The adverse weather conditions that have occurred in recent years have affected production and 

yield per hive. As early as the end of 2021, the Italian Honey Observatory and ISMEA had pointed 

out the economic damage for the lost production of spring honeys in 2021 by verifying the higher 

costs incurred per hive and the lost production in kg per hive. In addition to lost revenue, farms had 

then spent €2 to €12 per hive more on nutrition products alone in conventional management, €5 to 

€30 per hive in organic management. 

Thus, we expect an APIMELL 2023 full of information and data that can provide full awareness to 

the expectations placed on beekeepers for the upcoming summer season. 
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